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Bridget addresses the
gathering at a surprise
Mass held in her honor for
family and friends in May.
She also was overwhelmed
by the gifts students gave
her at another surprise
Mass in June.

After 40 Wonderful Years at Mercy, Bridget Says Goodbye…
Our beloved principal, Bridget Muehlenkamp, officially retired on June 30, concluding an amazing era that spanned four decades. Though
Bridget said goodbye to the only place she ever worked – she spent 25 years teaching and the last 15 years as principal – the Mercy
family was able to send her off in true Mercy fashion.
Bridget’s family and friends were invited in May to a special Mass in her honor that Monsignor John McCann, Bridget’s longtime friend,
celebrated. A few weeks later, the Mercy students and staff surprised her once again with a Mass. Father Allen Hoffa, another good friend
of Bridget’s, celebrated the Mass, which allowed everyone at Mercy an opportunity to thank Bridget for everything she has done.
The true impact of Bridget’s legacy at Mercy can’t be measured. What we do know, though, is how much we love Bridget and how
much we will miss her. Jayne Serino, who student-taught under Bridget and then never left Mercy either, echoed everyone’s thoughts in
a tribute that she shared at Bridget’s family Mass in May:
“Bridget, your dedication, enthusiasm and love for everyone knows no bounds
and for that we will forever be grateful. …As you begin the next chapter in your
life, we wish you well but not goodbye. We know you will be taking more trips to
the beach, spending time with your family and…please know that you will still be
very much a part of the Mercy family.”

…And Says Hello to Our New Principal
After a lengthy search to find Bridget’s successor, the search committee is proud
to announce that Mrs. Elizabeth Grys has been appointed Mercy’s next principal.
Board President Annie McGeary made the announcement in a letter following
Elizabeth’s appointment.
Elizabeth has been the Aquinas Department Chair at Notre Dame High School
while also serving as a theology teacher. She holds a bachelor’s degree in special
education and elementary education in Kutztown University. She and her family
are also members of Assumption BVM Parish in Bethlehem.
Please join us in welcoming Elizabeth into the Mercy family!

Bridget welcomes new principal Elizabeth Grys as the two will
work together to make the transition as smooth as possible.

Bridget’s Corner
Dear Friends,
After 40 years at Mercy, I have decided to retire. While 40
years sounds like a long time, it went by in a blink of an eye!
In the last 40 years I met my husband Tom (here by the way),
got married, had two wonderful sons, watched them grow
into handsome, great men who were smart and lucky enough
to meet two beautiful women and got married. Tom and I
are blessed.
In the last 40 years I have met and developed wonderful,
lasting friendships with such special people who got me
through my ups and downs, the highs, the lows, the tears, the
laughter. These are things that will last with me forever.
In the last 40 years I have met dedicated, committed families
who made their child with special needs their No. 1 priority,
and that is a beautiful thing to watch. I have been blessed by
God to have so many children come into my life, and
hopefully I have made a difference with some of them.

Student Spotlight:
A.J.
A Mercy graduation is always
memorable, especially when
there’s just one lucky graduate.
Andrew, known to everyone at
Mercy as A.J., was our proud Class
of 2016 graduate whom we
honored with ceremonies in front
of his family and the student body
on June 1.
A.J., who spent the past 8 years with Mrs. Rompilla in Room 4,
participated in our Work Experience Program and the Magical
Movement Dancers and Best Friends Forever programs after
school. Though A.J. is nonverbal, he is never afraid to reach out to
communicate with his peers or teachers, especially when he wants
to show off his class ring that he loves to wear!
We wish A J. all the best and know that he won’t be far away –
because he will continue on in TLC!

Mercy is Mercy because of all of you. Thank you for loving
our kids! We are a family, connected by the students and by
God’s plan for all of us. I’m so grateful to whoever or
whatever brought you to Mercy’s door and for the friendships that we’ve made.

ABOUT A.J.:

During my last few weeks here, I have been overwhelmed by
the outpouring of love and kind words. You can catch some
things on our school’s Facebook page if you haven’t already
(and please Like us so you can see everything that happens
here). I really haven’t done anything here at Mercy that all of
you haven’t done. We have done it together as a team. I
have just done it a few years longer than some of you!

Favorite Book: Mercy photo books (school yearbooks, Room
4’s year-end books, etc.)

I have several special thank yous I need to send:

Favorite School Activity: Saying morning prayers with Bridget

• To my husband for supporting me as I chose to stay in the
field that spoke to me and melted my heart, for being here
whenever we needed some grunt work done.

Favorite Activity Outside of School: Being with family and
playing in the Miracle League

Sibling: Dominic
Pets: Moxie (cat), Guinness and Romo (dogs)
Favorite Color: Blue

Favorite TV Show: “Jeopardy”
Favorite Movie (tie): Videos of Mercy Christmas shows and
dance recitals
Favorite Song: “Who Let the Dogs Out?” by Baha Men

• To my boys Jeff and Tom Jr., who allowed me to share our
home and our family with the Mercy family and who put in
all the service hours they did at Mercy for Mom.
• To Sister Mildred, God rest her soul, for needing someone
tall with the ability to work and assemble a juice machine.
The rest, they say, is history.
I realized that 65 percent of my life has been at Mercy and
with most of you. Wow! What gifts, what treasures. Thank
you for letting me be me and having Mercy as my second
home. Thank you for taking this wonderful walk with me and
helping me make a difference.
Please join me in welcoming Elizabeth Grys as the newest
member of our family. Beth will guide Mercy on the next leg
of our journey with your help, support and prayers. When
Beth and I first met, there was a definite connection. She truly
is focused on our students and their needs. She understands
what Mercy and all of you are all about!
Take care, and thank you all so much for everything!
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THE COLOR OF LOVE
Room 9’s Caroline was the spotlight in a new coloring book called “The Color of Love,”
created by Muhlenberg College student Sienna Fusco. The inaugural issue of “The Color
of Love” featured Caroline and images inspired by her interests, and Sienna (pictured
with Caroline) proudly donated $1,500 in proceeds from sales of the book. If you’d like
to purchase “The Color of Love” featuring Caroline, please email Sienna at thecoloroflove.
coloringbook@gmail.com. Cost is $7 per book.

GOLF CLASSIC
Sign up today to
participate in the
27th Annual Mercy
Golf Classic that
takes place Mon.,
Aug. 1, at Brookside
Country Club. The
Classic once again
features morning and afternoon rounds,
prizes for Closest to Pin and Longest Drive,
and plenty of raffle prizes as well as a silent
auction. Cost is $175 per golfer for either
round, and sponsorship opportunities are
available that include great benefits.
Sign up to play in and/or sponsor the
event at mercyclassic2016.com.

WALKING TALL
Team “Bridget’s Brigade” (with Bridget appropriately centered, alongside Board member Jerry Noll) represented
Mercy at the 2016 Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community on Sat., June 4, at DeSales University. In all, 45
people walked for Mercy and helped to raise more than $2,600 for our school.

If you would like more information or
would like to donate prizes, please
contact Advancement Director
Tom Harper at 610-797-8242 or
tharper@mercyspeciallearning.org.

PEACE, LOVE, MERCY
The 27th Annual Mercy Gala, which has
become one of the largest fundraising
events in the entire Lehigh Valley, invites
you to experience “Peace, Love, Mercy”
for this year’s event on Sat., Oct. 8, 2016
at DeSales University.
Co-chairs Allison Longenhagen and
Heather Kasarda lead a dedicated group
of volunteers who created this theme
and whose collective goal this year is to
raise $250,000. Helping the cause this
year are two very special honorees:
Father Dan Gambet, president emeritus
of DeSales University, who will be
honored with the 2016 Angel of Mercy
Award, and former Mercy Principal
Sister Janice Marie Johnson, RSM, who
will receive a special Legacy Award for
her years of service to the school.

Sister Janice Johnson

DEALING FOR MERCY
Father Dan Gambet

You’re also invited to join us for a special Ladies’ Night on
Thurs., Aug. 25. This special evening is part of our Gala
celebration as it brings women who care about Mercy
together for a night of fun, food and memories. Admission is
a donation, monetary or otherwise, that will be used in
either of the live and silent auctions.
For more information about the 2016 Mercy Gala
and/or Ladies’ Night, please contact Advancement
Director Tom Harper at 610-797-8242 or
tharper@mercyspeciallearning.org.

Casino Night committee member Joe McFadden (right) shares a
laugh with members at his poker table during the event that was
held Sat., March 12, at Mercy. The event welcomed more than
235 participants who enjoyed bingo and the various game tables,
including blackjack and three-dice hazard.
We are grateful to Joe and the entire Casino Night committee for
all their help in putting on this year’s event. We netted more than
$16,500 this year, thanks to our major sponsors – CrossAmerica
Partners/Dunne Manning/City Center Lehigh Valley, Valley Builders,
Bennett Automotive Group, Adams Outdoor Advertising, Yocco’s,
and Mr. and Mrs. Alfred McKeon – and to all our sponsors and
participants.

facebook.com/mercyschoolforspeciallearning
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Clockwise from left: Marcie from Room 9 shows off her quickness in a fun relay race at Bethlehem Catholic’s field
day. Ashley, Jenna and Lily (above left) from Room 6 showcase their speed at Muhlenberg College, while Room 2’s
Joey practices his soccer kicking style with his new buddies.

HAVING A FIELD DAY
The spring provided students with some great new opportunities to spend time with
students of different ages.
Muhlenberg College’s student-athletes, who held a Mercy Day at a football game during
the fall, welcomed our students back to Scotty Wood Stadium for an all-day field day.
Wiffle ball, soccer, relay races and more were on the day’s action-packed agenda that was
planned by an intern in Muhlenberg’s athletic department, as part of the college’s plan to
grow its relationship with Mercy.
Rooms 5 and 9, meanwhile, also enjoyed a field day at Bethlehem Catholic High School.
The activities involved both silly races and dancing (a Mercy staple!) that helped students
from both schools bond with one another.

FLYING HIGH
Roman from Room 7
shows off his strength on
the rings during our final
visit to Parkettes for the
year. Students visit the
iconic, Allentown-based
institution each month to
build up their strength,
coordination and confidence. Roman happily
shows all three!

BFF
Painting flowers on canvas, as Kyle from
Room 2 proudly models with his buddies,
was just one of the many activities Mercy
students enjoyed with their friends from
Allentown Central Catholic High School
this year.
4
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DANCING TO
THE OLDIES

“GODSPELL” COMES TO MERCY

Both the Spring Social and the Prom
and Alumni Dinner Dance went back
in time to the 1950s to get their
crowds jumpin’. Parent Alliance Vice
President Oscar Garza shows off his
pompadour and school jacket at the
Spring Social on April 23 that raised
more than $6,000 for the school.
Meanwhile, Jordan Chasse returned
to his alma mater to dance with his
friend Renee from Room 2 at the
Prom, which was held Sat., May 13,
at The Marian Inn at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help in Bethlehem.

Miranda from Room 2 is all smiles as she gets to meet some of the stars of “Godspell.” The locally based and
national touring group Sing For America brought the famous musical to Mercy for students to enjoy during the
day on Fri., April 29. The group then performed later that evening for patrons in the auditorium.

SWAP
Mercy teachers are always looking for ways to help their students learn and grow. Miss
Donnalee, Mrs. Rompilla and Miss Vickie in Rooms 2, 4 and 7, respectively, found a fun way
this year to help their respective students develop functional life and communication skills.
Every other week on a Wednesday afternoon, 20 students from three rooms were
swapped – that is, they were integrated into three mixed-level peer groups, and each
group would attend a game time (with Miss Donnalee), a drama workshop (with Miss
Vickie) and a shopping activity (with Mrs. Rompilla).
By participating in each group activity with different adults providing instruction, students
increased their total peer interaction and actively engaged in the learning process, thereby
improving their self-esteem and confidence. You can expect more swapping to happen
next year for sure!

Miss Donnalee (above) is thrilled with Ben’s answer. Miss Vickie (above, right) shows Gabe how to balance many hats
during a drama workshop. Mrs. Rompilla helps Miranda check items off of her list during their shopping activity.

facebook.com/mercyschoolforspeciallearning
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

This special week allows us to celebrate what it truly means to be Catholic. Sure, there are fun activities like the Mardi
Gras dance to close the week with our friends in TLC or the Winter O
 lympics that brings out each individual’s
physical gifts and love of cooperation. But there also is a Mass to practice our faith and fellowship, opportunities to
help others less fortunate (see below) and to demonstrate our students’ unique talents and share them with others
(as our students above did at St. John Vianney and St. Thomas More).

GIVING BACK
Here at Mercy, students learn
the importance of helping those
in need in the community.
During Catholic Schools Week,
students collected various
supplies for two important
nonprofit organizations: Valley
Youth House in Allentown,
which provides shelter and
support for vulnerable, abused
and homeless youth; and Mary’s
Shelter in Bethlehem, which
provides residential and non
residential services for pregnant
women or women with
newborns who are in need of a
supportive environment.
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Santa’s “elves” make their way onto our stage for our annual Christmas Show. Santa, meanwhile, comes twice with the G
 reater
Allentown Pioneers (much to Matthew’s delight below)…and for a special pajama brunch (that Room 3’s Dempsey [right] enjoyed!).
The Tone Chime Choir gets the Valley ready for the Christmas season with their annual performance at Christkindlmarkt.

OK, May Crowning isn’t a
true holiday in the sense of the
word. But any chance to honor
Mary’s place as the Queen
of May is a celebration that
everyone treasures – see how
Angelina in Room 3 likes it!

On St. Patrick’s Day Mr. Carroll (Donnalee’s husband) plays his bagpipe in leading
a parade of green-clad students (including Room 9’s Jolie) through the school.

No Easter season would be complete without
our Lenten celebration sharing the story of
Christ’s passion, death and resurrection.

Students like Renee in Rooms 2 and 4 join their TLC friends like Ryan
for some dancing and snacks for what is fast becoming an annual
Valentine’s Day tradition.

facebook.com/mercyschoolforspeciallearning
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FIRST PENANCE
Sacramental preparation is a big part of the educational experience at Mercy for those students who are Catholic. This May, four students
prepared for and received the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time under the guidance of Mrs. Kaczmarek and their teachers.
Room 6’s Jazmine and Jenna (left) made their first confession to Monsignor Pat Schoenauer at the start of the month while Mrs. Schultz
supported them. Room 9’s Brianna and Nick (right) from Room 4 received the sacrament just a weeks later from Monsignor Tom
Derzack, much to the delight of Mrs. Peluso and Mrs. Rompilla, respectively. Great job!

ANNUAL FUND
Our 2015-2016 Annual Fund has raised more than $136,000, well exceeding our
goal! We thank all of you who contributed to this Fund; your support impacts
programs such as Work Experience, Scholarship/Tuition Assistance and Adapted
Physical Education, and so much more.
But we’re far from done! We need to raise more than $1 million each year so
that we can maintain our facility and provide the meaningful educational experiences we offer. Your support is critical to our mission, so please be as generous as
you can. To visit the school to see firsthand how your contributions impact Mercy,
please contact Advancement Director Tom Harper at 610-797-8242 or
tharper@mercyspeciallearning.org. Thank you!

TAX CREDITS HELP MERCY
The Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) and Opportunity Scholarship
Tax Credit (OSTC) programs enable businesses to direct certain tax dollars to
go to nonprofit organizations like Mercy. We would like to thank the following
companies who proudly supported Mercy through these programs by the June
2015 deadline; these monies will support our scholarship efforts for the 20162017 school year.
A.B.E. Doors & Windows

Precision Medical Inc.

Bethlehem Business Forms

Yocco’s

Custom Processing Services Inc.

ZAPP Properties LLC

Lehigh Valley Rail Management LLC
Though the 2016 deadline to file for EITC and OSTC has passed, it’s never too
early to look into how your company can support Mercy through these programs.
Since it costs us more than $21,000 to educate a single child with developmental
and/or intellectual disabilities at Mercy, your support is needed and greatly
appreciated. For more information, please visit www.newpa.com (and look under
Businesses then Programs & Funding) or contact Advancement Director Tom
Harper at 610-797-8242 or tharper@mercyspeciallearning.org.
8

mercyschool.org

BRINGING J.O.Y.
TO READING
Room 5’s James (left), Seth and Tylee and their
peers enjoyed a day at the ballgame down in
Reading (aka Baseballtown) on May 26. Students
enjoyed some stadium food as they watched the
Reading Phightin Phils beat the Erie SeaWolves
7-4. The day was made possible thanks to donations to the Patrick & Rosemary McFadden J.O.Y.
Fund, which provides the entire Mercy student
body with a special year-end trip.

ONE FISH, TWO FISH …
Dr. Seuss (a.k.a. JoAnn Basist) visited Mercy on National Read Across America Day in
March. The famous cat read to the school and visited the classrooms like Room 3 in
celebration of the legendary author’s birthday.

HAPPY BIRDS
Ross from Mrs. Serino’s class holds a
baby chick as part of a chick-hatching
project courtesy of Quiver Farm in
Pennsburg. Each room took part in
the project and had fun watching the
chicks hatch and naming them!

CUPCAKE LOVE
Students in Room 5 enjoyed a field trip to Wegmans in Bethlehem in late April. They
toured the supermarket and various departments including the bakery where they made
cupcakes (as James shows off his creation). Speaking of cupcakes, Angela Malpedo, owner
of Sugar Babe Cupcakes in Bethlehem, taught students like Savannah how to make and
ice cupcakes as a guest chef for Room 7’s Café Cookbook in May.

SOWING THE SEEDS OF LOVE
Our new friends from J.R. Peters Inc.
in Allentown came to Miss Vickie’s class
to teach students about how to plant
herbs. Students (like Faith, shown with
Karla Kares from J.R. Peters) planted dill,
basil and oregano and used Miss Vickie’s
greenhouse to keep their herbs safe and
in a protected environment.
TLC, meanwhile, joined in on the
g ardening fun, as staff and our friends
tended to the garden outside of their
room during the spring. Amy helped
Jonathan water some new plants that they
planned to add to their landscaping.
facebook.com/mercyschoolforspeciallearning
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TRIBUTES
Whenever you give to Mercy, you can request that your donation be in honor or in
memory of someone you love. These people were recognized by donors from mid-
November through the end of May:
IN HONOR OF: The awesome students and staff; Christian Baus; Austin Braun; Kate
Brislin; the Brown and Barber families; Kathleen Dezubay; Evan Farina; Alexander Fedoriw;
Frances Field; Kathy Flannery; Bill and Rosemary Ford; Sabrina Gabriel; John Galgon; Joey
Gilhool; Mr. and Mrs. Armand V. Greco; James Hebert; Sean Maehrer; Eileen Ryan and
Frances Ryan Martin; Marjorie McGrath and her 80th birthday; Mercy students; Rosemary McFadden; Kerie Jo Morgan; Matthew and Dominic Morris; Bridget Muehlenkamp;
Kyle Parker; Caroline Patruno; Dorothy Pavlinski; the living members of the Perez family;
Tommy Pignataro; Jenny Pflueger; Andrew Pritchard; Mari Prudente Family; Ana Maria
Rebelo; Kyle Riedel; Aunt Betsy Schwartz and grandparents, John and Pam Schwartz;
Diane Sipics; Emily Sussman; Doris Vaughn; Isaac Velez; David O. Williams; Otto Weber
IN MEMORY OF: Joseph ‘Hap’ Adams; Sarah M. Amedeo; Joan Bamford; Marie
Braxmeier; Valerie Buchert; Annie Childs; Laura Cremer; Beverly Cruche; Millie Davis;
Theresa DePaulo; Maryanne Domchek; Andrea and Joseph B. Dreisbach; Anthony
Dreisbach; Richard Ernest; Joseph Fiorentini Sr.; Joseph M. Foley; Bill and Emma Foux;
John J. Freeh, Sr.; Cay Galgon; Charles “Chuck” Gardner; John M. Gregoris Jr.; Michael
Ryan Griffith; John Hannon; Edward Hillanbrand; Dorothy Iacocca; Raymond Kaminski Sr.;
Robert Kistler; Gene and Michael Kloss; Alice N. Klucsarits; Mary Lind; James J. Maloney
Jr.; Donald Manlove; Frances Ryan Martin; Mr. and Mrs. Edward Mayer Sr.; Ann McGoff;
Erin McWilliams; Austin and Peggy Noll; Anna Oberec; David P. Oristaglio; Michael R.
Pavlinski; the deceased members of the Perez family; the Polzer family; Pearl Quist; Katie
and Carl Raub; Eileen Ryan; Veronica Schlaner; Anne Scripko; Ana Rosa Silva; John Sipics;
Gloria Stein; Daniel Tantaros; Mikie and Patti Tarafas; Richard Trump; Joseph F. & Julia
Ulicny; Donald R. Twigg; Doris Vaughn; Joseph and Irma Verba; Kevin Wendell; John ‘Doc’
Winchester; Marian Worrich; Diane Zeppenfelt
For more information about designating Mercy as a beneficiary in your will or donating
to Mercy in your loved one’s honor or memory, please contact Tom Harper at
610-797-8242 or tharper@mercyspeciallearning.org.

Rose Kaminski, who is shown helping Makenna down
to gym class, has donated her time to Mrs. Serino’s
class for two decades.

WHY I VOLUNTEER
Rose Kaminski has volunteered at Mercy
for more than 20 years. She has been a
fixture in Mrs. Serino’s pre-K class in Room
3, where the children affectionately call her
Miss Rose.
It was because of her youngest daughter
Mary Ann – Rose has seven children
altogether – that Rose found Mercy. When
Mary Ann, who has special needs, was 10
years old, Rose pulled her out of school
because of the teasing her daughter received.
A connection through the Catholic Social
Agency led her to Mercy where she spoke
with then-principal Sister Janice Marie
Johnson. Not only did Mary Ann begin to
attend Mercy as a result, but Rose also
began to devote her time to the school.
“The teachers do a fantastic job here,”
Rose says. “They are so dedicated, and I
am impressed by how much they love the
kids and put themselves out there. There
is something truly special here at Mercy.”
Mrs. Serino says Rose is very loving to the
children in the inclusive program. “Rose just
helps automatically. She is very calm and
very kind to all the kids. She helps the kids
make better choices. She’s phenomenal.”

ACTS OF CHARITY
Jordan from Room 4 is all smiles as he unloads donations for Catholic Charities’ food
pantry before preparing to stock shelves. Catholic Charities, which is located next door
to Mercy, became a worksite location for the Work Experience Program this year.
10
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When Rose isn’t volunteering at Mercy,
she loves gardening, reading history and religious books, and doing lots of baking. She
is at Mercy every Tuesday and Wednesday
all day and says it “makes me feel like I am
contributing something by taking care of
these kids. It makes my life more fulfilling
by being at Mercy.”

TAKING IT TO
THE STREETS
Maria from Room 6
(center) and her fellow
Magical Movement
Dancers performed in
a “dance mob” with
students from the
Patricia Bostick Dance
Center at the ArtsWalk
in Downtown Allentown
on Sat., April 22. The
performance, which
included two songs,
was in celebration of
National Dance Week.

HONORED

ART IS THE BAUM
Caroline, Mariah, Gabby, Jolie and Marcie from Room 9 attended the Baum School
in Allentown this spring. They enjoyed nine weeks of specialized art instruction from
Miss Jenny and made all kinds of unique creations, such as these sea turtles!

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS
Aug. 1 – Mercy Golf Classic at
Brookside Country Club
Aug. 29 – First day of school
Oct. 8 – Mercy Dinner Gala at
DeSales University

Lea from Room 4 is thrilled to get her certificate of achievement from our Job
Coaches, Joan (left) and Donna, for her successful completion of the Work
Experience Program. Lea and her peers were recognized for their hard work this
year at our end-of-year awards ceremony on the last day of school.

GRANTS
Grant awards provide much-needed funds for Mercy. We are proud to announce
that Mercy has received or will receive the following grant awards from these
generous organizations:
F irst Niagara Foundation – $5,000 for our Scholarship and Tuition Assistance
Program
 harles A. & Leona K. Gruber Foundation – $1,500 for our Scholarship and
C
Tuition Assistance Program

Dec. 8 & 9 – Christmas Show

Harry C. Trexler Trust – $45,000 for general operating expenses

Jan. 29–Feb. 3, 2017 – Catholic
Schools Week

Charles H. Hoch Foundation – $4,000 for our Scholarship and Tuition
Assistance Program

March 4, 2017 – Casino Night
(tentative)

Hospital Central Services Corp. – $2,000 for our Work Experience Program

June 7 – Graduation

Sylvia Perkin Perpetual Charitable Trust – $2,500 for our Scholarship and Tuition
Assistance Program

June 8 – Last day of school

Lehigh Valley Community Foundation – $10,000 for our Technology Program

facebook.com/mercyschoolforspeciallearning
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Diocese of Allentown
830 S. Woodward St.
Allentown, PA 18103-3440
mercyschool.org
facebook.com/mercyschoolforspeciallearning
Victim Assistance Coordinator
The Diocese of Allentown provides assistance to anyone
who, as a minor, was sexually abused by a priest, deacon,
or employee/volunteer of the Diocese/parish. Parents,
guardians, children and survivors of sexual abuse are invited
and encouraged to contact the Diocese of Allentown
for more information about this program. The fullness
of compassion should be extended to these victims by
the Church. The Victim Assistance Coordinator DIRECT
TELEPHONE NUMBER is 1-800-791-9209.
To learn more about the Diocese of Allentown’s Youth
Protection Programs, Sexual Abuse Policy and Code of
Conduct, please visit www.allentowndiocese.org and
click on “Youth Protection” in the upper right-hand corner
of the page.

Be sure to Like us on
:
facebook.com/mercyschoolforspeciallearning

Help Make Our Wishes Come True
Items on our wish list can help our school in all kinds of ways. If you or someone you know can donate any of these items to our school,
we would greatly appreciate it. For information or questions about these items, please contact Tom Harper at 610-797-8242 or
tharper@mercyspeciallearning.org.
SMALLER ITEMS
3M Command strips and various-sized hooks
Adaptive cups and spoons (and regular cups)
Apple juice
Arts and crafts supplies (including canvases
for painting)
Baking accessories (cookie sheets, muffin tins,
pie plate/dish, cupcake pans, mixing bowls,
whisk)
Batteries (AA and AAA)
Board games
Bullet blender
Cash register
“Caution: Wet Floor” yellow cones (2)
Child’s umbrella stroller
Christmas lights and decorations
Colored tissue paper
Computer games (PC)
Cube storage shelves
Dry-erase markers
DVDs for preschoolers (including Leapfrog
Letter Factory) and TLC (Disney, comedies)
Easy typing, counting money and telling
time computer software for PC
Entertainers for school assemblies

External speakers (Bluetooth) for desktop
computers and iPads
Fake Christmas tree
Febreze
Food processor
Forehead thermometer strips
Gift cards (Abundant Graces, AC Moore,
BJs, Dollar General, Giant, Hackman’s,
iTunes, McDonald’s, Michael’s, Redner’s,
Sunrise Diner, Walmart)
Glossy photo print paper
Hand soap (pump)
Healthy snacks
Heavy-duty staple gun
Kitchen accessories (casserole dishes,
measuring cups/spoons, cutting boards,
storage containers with lids)
Kitchen cart
Large bookshelf
Large garbage container on wheels
Large glue sticks (purple)
Laundry detergent
Lock box
Long telescoping scraper/brush for
school vehicles (2)
Paper towels, napkins & paper cups

Percussion instruments (tambourines, maracas,
rhythm sticks, egg shakers, triangles)
Picture puzzles
Play Doh
Pom-poms (all colors)
Potting soil
Preschooler-sized tricycles
Propane tank for TLC grill
Scrapbook paper
Sensory items (shaving cream, bags of
pasta, rice)
Swiffer mop
T-ball tee
Triangular Crayola crayons
Upright vacuum cleaner
Velcro (even Velcro wallets)
Volunteers to cook with our students
Waffle-maker
White lunch bags
Whiteboard cleaning fluid and erasers
Wipes (Baby, Wet, and Clorox)

LARGER ITEMS
12-passenger van with wheelchair access
for TLC

Adaptive, teen-sized tricycle for child with
special needs
Commercial color printer
Dishwasher in TLC
Digital video recorder
Donations to purchase religious items
Donors for our Summer Camp activities, and
transportation for school trips
Dynavox Compass app (using Boardmaker
symbols) for iPad
Home stereo system for gym activities
Kaufman Speech to Language Protocol
Workout Book
Laptops for Rooms 4 and 5
Local storage space or mobile storage
container
New gowns for Tone Chime Choir with new
logo
New guitar and Remo Kids drums (floor toms,
tubanos, gathering drums, lollipop drums,
djembe, conga, bongos)
Printer and color scanner for Room 4
Sturdy stands for iPads
Touch-screen computer monitor for Room 4
Wireless microphone system for stage

